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CITY OF KELLIHER
DECEMBER 2009 NEWSLETTER
Happy Holidays to everyone!  As you may have noticed, the City of Kelliher is looking very festive with new snowflakes and garlands on many of our street light poles.  Thank you to the Holiday Lighting Committee .  The reason all the light poles are not decorated on Hwy. 72 is that some of the poles are being replaced in just a few weeks.  
City Council News:  Beginning in January 2010, City Council meetings will be held once a month.  Meeting dates will be posted at City Hall and on the city website.
Liquor Store News:                       
Gift Baskets:
Are you looking for just the right gift for that hard to buy for person?  Kelliher Liquor Store is now offering holiday wine gift baskets for sale!  Stop in and see our selection of baskets.  We will also  custom make gift baskets.




[image: image7.wmf]
Texas Hold ’Em:  Texas Hold ‘Em is held at Timbers every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.  Prizes are awarded.


Customer Appreciation Day:  Customer Appreciation Day will be held Friday, December 18th starting at 4:00 p.m.  There will be Tom and Jerry’s, complimentary chili, appetizers and also door prizes.  Stop in and have some holiday cheer!




New Year’s Eve:  Kelliher Liquor Store will be hosting a New Year’s Eve party on Thursday, December 31st.  

From the Maintenance Department:
Snow Removal:  It’s that time of year again for snow plowing.  Please remember to keep your vehicles off of the snow removal routes.
Phosphate Free Soaps:    Thank you for continuing to use phosphate free cleaning products.  On September 15, 2009, our phosphorous total was 9.34 mg/ltr, which is good, but our last test result on November 17th was 11.10 mg/ltr.  That means there was an increase in phosphate levels.  Please continue to use phosphate-free cleaning products.
Power Outages:  In the event of a power outage lasting longer than eight hours, please conserve water.  
Sewer Lift Station Construction:  As many of you may have noticed, there has been construction on 6th Street.  The city is putting in a new sewer lift station due to the old one being out of date and the electrical control panel was on the brink of collapsing which would result in sewage backups into homes and businesses.  The lift station is 60% complete and Utility Systems of America is expected to have the lift station fully installed by the end of December.  As a result of the installation of the new lift station, 6th Street will be closed to thru traffic making the west side a dead end. 
In addition to the lift station project, the city is also installing a new transfer structure between the sewer ponds due to water leaks and the health hazards of working below ground level.  Replacing the structure was essential, as stopping/plugging the water leaks was becoming increasingly difficult.  The structure is 80% complete and is also expected to be completed by the end of December.  With the new transfer structure, the City of Kelliher is up to date with PCA requirements and occupational safety.  
The total cost of these two projects is $145,000 which is being funded through a grant from the PILT/ConCon funds.  With the City obtaining grant funding for these projects, none of this cost will be passed through to our utility customers or taxpayers.
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Dog Licenses:  As of January 1, 2010, the City of Kelliher will be enforcing our dog license ordinance.  All dogs, inside or outside, require a dog license.  License cost is $10 per dog and may be purchased at Kelliher City Hall.  You must have proof of current rabies vaccination to obtain a license.  If any dog is reported running loose, law enforcement will be called.
Fitness Center:   It’s not too late to join the Fitness Center!  Single memberships are $25 per month and you can save on yearly and multiple user memberships. Or you can also pay a fee of $50 and use the Fitness Center at $5 per time until your $50 runs out.  There is no time limit for this option.  For more information, contact City Hall at 674-8470.
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Giving Tree:  Cornerstone Residence will be sponsoring the Giving Tree this year.  The purpose of the Giving Tree is to provide local families, not just Kelliher but its surrounding area as well, with Christmas gifts.  There is no criteria for applying to be a recipient of the Giving Tree.  Recipients can come in themselves and fill out a short form or be referred by someone else.  Everything will be kept confidential.  If you are interested in being a recipient or know a family that could be a recipient of the Giving Tree or if you are interested in donating to the Giving Tree, please contact Rosa Lossing at Cornerstone Residence at 647-8258.  The Giving Tree depends solely on donations.  Gifts will be distributed to the recipients by December 22nd so all referrals and donations should be received no later than December 16th.  
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Community Event:  The Kelliher School Christmas Concert will be held Thursday, December 17th at 7:00 p.m. The Band/Choir will be holding a bake/craft sale before and after the concert.
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Media Center:  Fall is here, and it’s a great time to catch up on some reading!  Kelliher Community Library, located at the Kelliher Public School.  Library hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 6:00 to 9:00 P.M.  If the weather’s not so nice, remember, we also have over 400 DVD’s for rental, and the best part is- they’re free!  See Nicole Persons in the Library for details.






Revolving Loan Fund:   The City of Kelliher offers a business loan program called the Revolving Loan, which can be used for land, buildings, equipment, inventory and working capital.  Refinancing or retiring existing debt is not allowed.  Any business within the boundaries of the service area is eligible to apply.  Priority will be given to eligible business projects in the City of Kelliher.  For projects with total costs of $50,000 and less, one full time job must be created.  For projects with total costs greater than $50,000, two or more full time jobs must be created.  Loans must be paired, on a 1:1 basis ratio, with other funds from banks, other loan sources or personal sources.  Loan interest rates will be set on a case by case basis, but generally, rates will match the participating bank’s interest rate.  Loans must be secured with collateral, which can be in a subordinate position to a lead lender, typically a bank.  The basic loan application includes:  a business loan application form, complete business plan including resumes of key people, personal financial statement of borrower and other data.  As needed, other forms and information may be required to complete the application process.    A loan offer is contingent upon approval from the U.S.D.A. Rural Development.  Please plan and allow for several weeks for funds disbursement for approved loans.  If you would like more information, please call City Hall.
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Building Sites Available:  The City of Kelliher has 6 city lots for sale in the new Pearson Addition located west of the Kelliher School. These lots are available for individuals that are interested in building a home.  The lots average 100’ X 140’ and the price is $7500 per lot.   Currently,  the City is offering an incentive plan for the Pearson addition lots .  If a $100,000 home is constructed within 12 months, the city would return 2/3 of the lot price of $7500.  If a $100,000 home is constructed within 24 months, the city will return 1/2 of the lot price.  Up to 2 lots can be purchased under these terms.  The City also has one wooded lot west of the senior apartments on Kelliher Road NE.  The asking price for this lot is $7500.  The incentive plan would NOT apply to this parcel.  The City of Kelliher is an equal opportunity lender, provider, and employer.  For more information contact City Hall.  
    City Hall Hours are Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.




City Hall Phone Number is 647-8470
On behalf of the Kelliher City Council and all City employees, 
have a very happy and healthy Holiday Season!
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