City of Kelliher
Special Council Meeting
June 22, 2010

The Kelliher City Council met in special session at Kelliher City Hall on June 22, 2010.  The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Darin Latterell.  Members present:  Don Erickson, Ramona Gehlert, Laura Nelson and Vicky Rabe.  Members absent:  None.

Visitors:  Karen Thayer, David Bergstrom, Jay Waldo, Richard Skoe, Beth Matheny, Marlys Crowson, Chuck Schultz, Ann Bieganek, Gene Erickson and Emily Gedde from the Blackduck American.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Motion by Vicky Rabe, second by Don Erickson to approve the agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion was held regarding the City Clerk/Treasurer Dianna Thurlow’s letter of resignation dated June 16, 2010 and whether or not the City should make a counter-offer to the City of Blackduck’s offer of employment.

Motion by Laura Nelson, second by Vicky Rabe to recess the meeting at 4:35 p.m. in order for the Council to research options, with the meeting to be reconvened at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 23, 2010.   Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Latterell reconvened the meeting at 4:00 p.m. Thursday, June 24, 2010, with all members present.

Visitors:  Karen Thayer, David Bergstrom, Jay Waldo, Beth Matheny, Marlys Crowson, Chuck Schultz, Ann Bieganek, Gene Erickson, Carly Wang and Emily Gedde from the Blackduck American.  

Mayor Latterell read a letter from Greg Vollhaber, Kelliher Fire Chief, that was presented to the Council voicing his concerns.

Mayor Latterell then presented the Council with a survey of salary/benefits from surrounding cities.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding what the City could offer for salary/benefits based on the comparability to other cities, current budget and financial constraints of the City.

Motion by Ramona Gehlert to offer the City Clerk/Treasurer Dianna Thurlow a salary of $36,000 and to advertise for a part-time office assistant.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

Motion was then amended by Ramona Gehlert, second by Don Erickson to offer the City Clerk/Treasurer Dianna Thurlow a salary of $40,000 and to advertise for a part-time office assistant.   Voting yes:  Ramona Gehlert, Darin Latterell and Don Erickson.  Voting no:  Laura Nelson and Vicky Rabe.  Motion passed.

At 5:05 p.m. Mayor Latterell presented the City’s offer and at 5:20 p.m. the offer was declined.

Motion by Vicky Rabe, second by Ramona Gehlert to accept Dianna Thurlow’s resignation, effective July 16, 2010 with thanks and appreciation for her service to the City.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Laura Nelson, second by Vicky Rabe to immediately advertise for a City Clerk/Treasurer, with a closing date of July 6, 2010.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Laura Nelson, second by Ramona Gehlert to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously.

Next regular meeting will be held Tuesday, July 6, 2010 at City Hall.

Respectfully submitted,  



Laura Nelson
Councilor

