MINUTES

KELLIHER CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MONDAY JULY 20, 2009
The Council met in the Council chambers at City Hall for its regular meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Latterell called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

Council Members present: Laura Nelson and Victoria Rabe 
Council Members absent:  Ramona Gehlert, Don Erickson arrived at 6:50 p.m.
Staff present: Dianna Thurlow and Peggy Vollhaber
Others present: Ed Gehlert and John Wynn

Agenda
Motion: Was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to amend the Agenda by adding 5.06 Cash Control Statement to the Consent Items, 6.00 Variance Request on Lot 3, Block 002, Third Addition, 6.08 Liability Coverage, and 7A Resolutions, 2nd reading of the new Liquor Ordinance.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, and Nelson voting in favor.
Public Forum

No one was present to address the Council
Consent Agenda 

The following consent agenda items were presented for approval: 
5.01
Minutes of the regular July 6th, Meeting 
5.03
Receipts List from July 1st through July 20th, totaling $111,368.92
5.04
Claims List for Approval in the amount of $40,009.14
5.05
Employee Overtime Report

5.06
Cash Control Statement
5.02
Minutes from the special council meeting on July 8th were not presented, but will be presented at the next regularly scheduled Council Meeting on August 6th.

A short discussion was held regarding the employee’s accrued comp time, and the Council indicated that there is to be no more comp time accrued in the Clerk’s office.  The City Clerk’s six month evaluation will be due on Aug 2nd and a short discussion was held regarding making this position a salaried position.  The Clerk’s evaluation will be on August 17th, at 5:30 prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.

Motion was made by Rabe and seconded by Nelson to approve the consent items as presented.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, and Nelson voting in favor.
General Business
Ordinance Variance Request

6.00
Ed Gehlert was present and presented the Council with a variance request to construct a duplex facing east instead of facing the street (north) on 4th Street NW, with consideration of the fact that the structure better fits the lot dimensions with an eastward orientation.  Ed Gehlert contacted the neighbors to the east, Doug and Rita Dingman, and to the west, Ron and Vicki Rabe, and both indicated that it was acceptable.

A short discussion was held, the Council reviewed the blueprints and granted the variance request.
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to approve the variance request from Ed Gehlert.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, and Nelson voting in favor.
Wynne Consulting

6.01
John Wynne was present to address the Council regarding the Small Cities Grant. The State of MN is inviting small cities to apply for the 2010 grant and John is suggesting that Kelliher re-apply.  He also indicated that Wynne Consulting would prepare the pre-application at no charge.
Motion was made by Latterell and seconded by Nelson for Wynne Consulting to proceed with the pre-application process for the Small Cities Grant.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, and Nelson voting in favor.
Christmas Light Committee
6.02
No one was present to address the Council from the Christmas Tree Light Committee.  No discussion was held.
PILT Applications

6.03
 Council Member, Laura Nelson presented the Council with a Grant Application to the Red Lake Game Development Fund that the school is going to submit. The Council reviewed the application. 
Council Member Don Erickson arrived at 6:50 p.m.


Mayor Latterell presented the Council with four possible PILT Grant Applications which include replacing the main lift station and the transfer station at the treatment facility, updating the RV sites in the Park, and a Housing and Business Incentive Program.  Discussion was held regarding the submission of all four grants verses one or two.  It was the consensus of the Council to submit all four grants on behalf of the city.

Motion was made by Rabe and seconded by Nelson to approve the submission of replacing the main lift station and transfer at the treatment facility, updating the RV sites in the Park, and the Housing and Business Incentive Program Grant Applications.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, Erickson and Nelson voting in favor.
Skateboard Ramp at Paul Bunyan Park

6.04
A short discussion was held regarding the condition of the skateboard ramp at Paul Bunyan Park.  It was the consensus of the Council that due to the recent and ongoing vandalism, the overall lack of use, and the need for significant repairs, that it be removed from the Park so as to ensure that there is no ongoing public safety issues.  The School will be notified that the City is going to remove it prior to doing so.
Motion was made by Rabe and seconded by Nelson to remove the skateboard ramp at Paul Bunyan Park.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, Erickson and Nelson voting in favor.
Follow-up on Citizens Mowing and Junk Removal

6.05
The Council reviewed the list of properties that have not complied with the City’s June 30th deadline for removal of junk, mowing and trimming.  Five residents are in violation and the Clerk will notify them with a Code Violation and consult with the City’s attorney on the process.
E & O Insurance

6.06
Discussion was held regarding the E & O Insurance which is now referred to as Torte & Professional Liability Insurance, covers Council Members and Fire Chief.  However, individuals are not covered for open meeting law violations.

Kelliher Fire Relief Association

6.07
 The Council had a short recap of the Fire Relief Municipal Contribution.  No new business was addressed.
Liability Coverage
6.08
A short discussion was held regarding liability coverage with the Council accepting liability coverage limits of $1,500,000 from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.

Motion was made by Latterell and seconded by Rabe to accept liability coverage limits of $1,500,000, the city does not waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minnesota Statues 466.04.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, Erickson and Nelson voting in favor.
Resolutions
Second reading of the Liquor Regulation Ordinance was read.
7 A
There was no one present to address or object to the new Ordinance.

Staff Reports
Liquor Store
Patio Update
7.01
The total cost of the Liquor Store Patio is $3,832.54 with an additional estimate of $500 for electrical work that has not been submitted as of today, July 20th.  The Liquor Store Committee also recommended purchasing patio tables and chairs.  A short discussion was held regarding the budgeted amount of $4,000 and the Council indicated that it was necessary to increase the amount to $5,000.
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to approve the purchase of patio tables and chairs but not to exceed a total of $5,000 for the entire project.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, Erickson and Nelson voting in favor.

A Grand Opening for the patio is planned for August 8th with specials and festivities.

Cleaner Position

7.02
The Cleaner at the Liquor Store is requesting to work an extra hour after there is a band or special function at the Liquor Store.  A short discussion was held regarding the extra work after a special function and it was the consensus of the Council to allow for an additional hour after such events.
Liquor Store Committee Recommendations

7.03
The Liquor Store Committee recommends the purchase of a freezer and the possibility of upgrading the license to a Small Establishment to be able to serve food other than prepackaged.  A short discussion was held regarding the cost of upgrading to a Small Establishment License, no decision was made until the Clerk researches the costs.
Motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Nelson to approve the purchase of a freezer and increase the Cleaners hours by allowing for an additional hour after special events at the Liquor Store.  Motion carried with Latterell, Rabe, Erickson and Nelson voting in favor.
Discussion Items

Unemployment Insurance
8.01
The Council reviewed the second quarter unemployment benefits summary.
City’s Role in the Big Bog Festival

8.02
A short discussion was held regarding the City’s role in the Big Bog Festival.  It was the consensus of the Council that the City should have a role and support the community’s festival with staffing hours, minor postage and letters, phone calls, etc.
Adjournment

Motion was made by Nelson, second by Rabe to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  Motion carried with Latterell, Erickson, Nelson and Rabe voting in favor.
Respectfully submitted,  

Dianna Thurlow

City Clerk/Treasurer
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