MINUTES

KELLIHER CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MONDAY MARCH 16, 2009
The Council met in the Council chambers at City Hall for its regular meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Latterell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Council Members present: Ramona Gehlert, Victoria Rabe, Don Erickson and Laura Nelson.

Staff present: Dianna Thurlow, Peggy Vollhaber, Chuck Schultz, and Sherri Rosin
Others Present:  Dave Hanson, Frank Hand, Ron Rabe, Brian Grund, Nathan Kestner, and Mark Fuller
Agenda
Motion: Was made by Gehlert and seconded by Rabe to amend the Agenda by adding 7.05 Kelliher Fire Relief Association and 7.06 City Planters.  Motion carried unanimously.
Public Forum

No one was present to address the Council.
Consent Agenda 

The following consent agenda items were presented for approval: 
5.01 
Minutes of the regular March 2, Council meeting
5.02 
Receipts List from February 28 through March 1, totaling $18,980.17
5.03 
Claims List for Approval in the amount of $13,419.07
5.04         Cash Control - YTD

Motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Nelson to approve the consent items as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Staff Reports
Liquor Store
6.01 The Liquor Store Manager, Sherri Rosin, was present to update the Council on the Liquor Committee Meeting.  A flyer was sent out with upcoming events at the Liquor Store.  The bargain baskets are going well and most of the items that were not moving have been sold.  The Liquor Store Manager also reported that she was going to contact Electro Watchman on March 3, 2009, regarding security issues.
Maintenance

6.02 The Maintenance Superintendent, Chuck Schultz, was present to update the Council on the Rural Water Conference and will submit information to the Council regarding regulations on private wells within City Limits.  

6.03 A snow removal position for the 2009 – 2010 winter season will be posted in local advertisements. 
Sewer Cleaning – The sewer system needs to be cleaned every three years.  The Maintenance Superintendent indicated that he received bids from Superior Jetting at $.60/ft and Veit’s at $1.00/ft. Chuck Schultz recommends having the system cleaned this year.

Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Erickson to approve the Maintenance Superintendents recommendation to complete the sewer cleaning in 2009.  Motion carried unanimously.
General Business:
7.01 Lost River Trails Snowmobile Club

Dave Hanson and Frank Hand were present on behalf of the Lost River Trails Snowmobile Club to discuss the Purchase Agreement for the property located at 184 Gould Ave NE.  Dave Hanson and Frank Hand stated that the Purchase Agreement terms were acceptable.  The Purchase Agreement was signed and a Resolution will be submitted at the next Council Meeting.
7.02 Brian Grund, Nathan Kestner, and Mark Fuller from Freeberg & Grund were present to introduce themselves to the new Council members and to update the Council on the process of getting on the Project Priority List to be eligible for American Recovery & Reinvestment Act funding.  
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the age of the water tower and the infrastructure system.  An inspection of the water tower is required for the Project Priority List and it is highly recommended that one is completed.  The inspection needs to be completed by someone other than maintenance contractors.  KLM will be doing inspections in Baudette and it would save the City of Kelliher money if the water tower inspection could be completed at the same time.  KLM inspected the water tower in Baudette for approximately $2,200.  
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Gehlert to approve an inspection of the City of Kelliher’s water tower to be completed by KLM.  Motion carried unanimously.
Brian Grund also indicated that the City needs to create a list of improvements that need to be completed and prioritize them, where would the City like to go and how long to accomplish them; the list can always be updated and/or revised.
The Council indicated that a subcommittee needs to be formed for infrastructure concerns.  The Maintenance Superintendent will put together a list of subcommittee members and report back to the Council.
7.03 Wynne/Small Cities Grant – Liquor Store
A short discussion was held regarding the bids for the grant.  The Council has concerns with the way the Spec Sheet was written up and the hidden cost.
Motion was made by Gehlert and seconded by Nelson to rescind the Small Cities Grant for the Liquor Store improvement project.  Motion carried unanimously.
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the repairs for the Liquor Store and the Council came to a consensus that a new Spec Sheet needs to be created and that the project would be rebid.

7.04 First Responders
Motion was made by Gehlert and seconded by Nelson to require the First Responders to meet the same hiring, Policy and Procedures, and fiscal controls that the City requires of the Volunteer Fire Fighters.  Motion carried unanimously.
7.05 Fire Relief

Ron Rabe was present to update the Council on the Fire Relief Association and to invite them to their next meeting that will be held on Wednesday, March 18th. 

7.06 City Planters

The Kelliher School RESPECT program received a grant to plant flowers in the City owned planters around the community.  The grant will cover the cost of the flowers but the watering will be the responsibility of the City.
Council Member Reports
8.01
Mayor Latterall presented the Council members with an article from the League of MN Cities titled More Qualities of an Effective Local Official. 
8.02
Also submitted was a letter from parents of the 2009 Graduating Class requesting the City to allow alcohol at graduation parties at the Old School.  A short discussion was held and it was decided that the City is going to follow the school’s Policy regarding alcohol at school related functions held at the Old School.
Correspondence

A letter was presented to the Council from the MN Public Facilities Authority


A public notice regarding Federal AARA Funds for Clean Water and Drinking Water Infrastructure Projects.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Gehlert, seconded by Rabe to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned at 8:22 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,  

Dianna Thurlow

City Clerk/Treasurer
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