MINUTES

KELLIHER CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2009

The Council met in the Council chambers at City Hall for its regular meeting at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Latterell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Council Members present: Laura Nelson, Victoria Rabe, and Don Erickson
Council Member Ramona Gehlert arrived at 6:55 p.m.
Staff present: Dianna Thurlow and Peggy Vollhaber
Others present: Sheriff Phil Hodapp, Deputy Scott Wherley, Tina & Wade Rennemo, Lori and Ross Rennemo, Glen & Carey Grundmeier, Rick & Mary Thayer, Dorothy Schuh and minor childern, and Wally Rennemo.
Agenda
Motion: was made by Erickson and seconded by Rabe to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Public Forum

Complaints were addressed to the Council, Sheriff Hodapp, and Deputy Wherley regarding increasing levels of brazen reckless driving and loud exhausts on ATV's, motorcycles, and motor vehicles.  It was the overall consensus of the guests in attendance and the Council that there is a need for greater law enforcement presence in the Kelliher area to curb such activities, especially in consideration of a recent incident that escalated to violence against a citizen.  It was also emphasized that this was important in consideration of the past monies taken from the PILT fund to specifically provide for a deputy for the north half of the county.  Deputy Wherley responded by informing the audience that he and another deputy spend significant time in the area, although not all of it is directly in Kelliher, as they have to patrol the other communities in northern Beltrami county as well, so even though they may not always be visible, they are active in the area.
 

Sheriff Hodapp encouraged the public to contact the Sheriff's department directly with complaints and that individuals calling must be willing to sign a complaint ticket.  Several members of the audience asked what to do about threats or retaliation, citing the most recent incident, and Sheriff Hodapp responded that the Sheriff's department should be contacted immediately and notified of the details of any threats or retaliation in response to making or signing a complaint.  Further questions were posed as to the use of warnings rather than citations, with Deputy Wherley's response being that everyone needs to be treated the same and that warnings have been given in the past but that citations will be issued going forward if that was what the public desired.  It was the overall feeling of the Council that these incidents were obviously the result of a few individuals and that it would be unfortunate for the more minor transgressors to be cited, but that increased citations were needed to correct the undesirable behaviors.  
 

Deputy Wherley explained his frustrations from the past, where he arrives in the area after a complaint and the activity has ceased and parties are unwilling to sign a complaint ticket.  Sheriff Hodapp and Deputy Wherley reemphasized the need for citizens to contact the Sheriff's department directly and that citizens must be willing to sign complaint tickets, as law enforcement cannot file charges if they do not witness the activity first hand unless they have a signed complaint.  This is especially significant in consideration of the fact that warnings have not appeared to suffice in the past.  Sheriff Hodapp added that the area generally exhibits low call volumes and that a greater presence is only warranted by evidence of a greater need (higher complaint call volumes).
(Council Member Gehlert arrived at 6:55 p.m.)

The open forum was closed with the Council thanking Sheriff Hodapp, Deputy Wherley, and the guests for attending.  Sheriff Hodapp thanked the Council and the community members present for bringing these matters to his attention and for giving him and Deputy Wherley the opportunity to discuss these matters with the public.
Consent Agenda 

The following consent agenda items were presented for approval: 
5.01
City Council Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2009

5.02
City Council Special Meeting Minutes, August 17, 2009 

5.03
Receipts from August 18th through Sept. 4 in the amount of $58,754.07
5.04
Claims List for Approval in the amount of $54,530.23
5.05
Cash Control Statement

5.06
Employee Overtime Report
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to approve the consent agenda items as presented.  Motion carried with Nelson, Rabe, Latterell, and Erickson voting in favor.
Staff Reports
Review Clerk & Assistant Clerk Job Descriptions
6.01
The Council tabled reviewing the job descriptions until the next Council meeting September 21, 2009.
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to table reviewing the job descriptions until September 21st.  Motion carried unanimously.
Liquor Store
6.02
The City Clerk, Dianna Thurlow, on behalf of the Head Bartender recommended hiring Nikki Frenzel as a casual/part time Bartender.
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to hire Nikki Frenzil as a casual part time Bartender at the rate of $7.50/hour.  Motion carried unanimously.
Repairs

6.03
Frenzel Construction, Inc. submitted an updated Estimate from the Small Cities Grant for Liquor Store repairs totaling $25,500.00.  
Motion was made by Erickson and seconded by Gehlert to award Frenzel Construction, Inc. the bid for replacing the wood furnace, painting the west side of building, insulate and hang sheetrock in the wood room, install aluminum soffit and fascia, and replacing two commercial entry doors.  Motion carried unanimously.
A short discussion was held regarding the monies available to pay for the Cities 1/3 of the project.  It was the consensus of the Council to cash in the Liquor Store CD totaling $8,488.40 to pay for the repairs.
Motion was made by Rabe and seconded by Gehlert to cash in the Liquor Store CD in the amount of $8,488.40.  Motion carried unanimously.

General Business
Christmas Lights Committee

7.01
No one was present to address the Council.

Building Permit

7.02
David Jahnke and Laurie Hanks submitted a Building Permit for 551 Main Street NW for the Council's approval.  After a short discussion the Council approved the building permit.
Motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Rabe to approve the Building Permit submitted by David Jahnke and Laurie Hanks .  Motion carried unanimously.
Motorcycle Complaints

7.03
Covered and addressed during the public forum.
2009 Revised Budget
7.04
The Council reviewed the revised 2009 Budget.  
2009 Interim Financial Report by Object Code (year to August 31st)

7.05
The Council reviewed the Interim Financial Report by object code year to August 31st.  After a short discussion of the revised budget and reviewing the Interim Financial Report the Council accepted the revised 2009 budget.

Motion was made by Gehlert and seconded by Nelson to approve the revised 2009 Budget.  Motion carried unanimously.
2010 Proposed Tax Levy
7.06
After a lengthy discussion regarding the 2010 Preliminary Budget the Council came to the consensus to raise the 2010 proposed tax levy by 10% totaling $41,800, with $7,500 allocated to the Debt Service Fund and $34,300 allocated to the General Fund.   The levy can be reduced if the final levy is submitted to the County Auditor's Office by December 31, 2009.  A Budget work session will be scheduled in the near future to review the Budget and determine if the levy can be reduced.
Motion was made by Gehlert and seconded by Nelson to raise the proposed tax levy by 10%, with allocations of $7,500 to the Debt Service Fund and $34,300 to the General Fund totaling $41,800.  Motion carried unanimously.
Correspondence
MN Association of Small Cities

8.01
The Council reviewed the invitation from the MAOSC Board Meeting Invitation. 
Adjournment

Motion was made by Nelson, second by Rabe to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,  

Dianna Thurlow

City Clerk/Treasurer
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