MINUTES
KELLIHER CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING AUGUST 7, 2017
  
The Council met in the Council Chambers at City Hall for a Special meeting at 1:30 p.m.
 
Mayor Latterell called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
Council Members present: Darin Latterell, Richard Skoe, Carver Nelson, Eva Jourdan, Laura Nelson
Council Members absent: None 
Staff present: Shelli Krueth, Chuck Schultz
Public present: Lynn Eaton (WSN)

Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda   

Motion: was made by Jourdan and seconded by Skoe to approve the Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously.

Beltrami Electric-Hwy 72 & Main Street lighting
4.00	No one from Beltrami Electric showed up for the meeting. 
Clerk Krueth shared a letter from BEC dated August 1st, 2017 stating “All Whiteway street lights whether High Pressure Sodium or LED will be metered in the near future.” And attached the previous lighting diagram they had already given us. After consulting with our City Attorney, he doesn’t believe BEC can make us switch our lights to metered nor can they discontinue power to the lights, but he will be checking with the Attorney General and the Public Utility Commissioner. Cindy Dittberner from MnDOT  (the Lighting Specialist handling the lighting in town) came in with some issues with how the lighting was designed and after I explained our other issues, she was going to look into it also. Cindy then had a discussion with BEC and came up with another plan to connect all but 3 metal pole lights into the new metered system with minimal additional wiring (no boring), but the cabinet box needs to be upgraded and relocated onto Main Street someplace. However, I do not have any price on this. After I requested their presence at a Special Meeting, Rich Riewer had notified me that he could not make the meeting, but he’d be willing to meet with us in the future. He thought the plan with Cindy would work.
Our issue’s are: 	1. Is it or is it not the City’s choice to have our lights metered?
2. Why are they pushing to change the current lighting system on lights not affected by the scope of the project?
3. What is their main objective in pursuing this issue?
4. We cannot make any decision until we have a cost estimate.
	Council tried calling Jared Echternach. He was not available.

	Council directed Mayor Latterell and Clerk Krueth to write a letter to Beltrami Electric.
	Council called Erik from WSB, the Light Designer. Erik thought the current cabinet box should be able to handle the additional street lights. He will do the calculations on all lights to make sure the cabinet box would suffice.	 


Project Update – Street Lighting, Roads & Funding
5.00	Council discussed getting a decorative street pole versus the plain poles as in the plan. Councilor Skoe would feel comfortable with that only if we receive a letter of commitment from Terry Louwagie for the project fund shortage.

Jeff Kuhn had received a request to from the Bait Shop owner not to install the sidewalk along his property located along Hwy 72, 111 4th St. NE. He said that it was ultimately MnDOT’s call, but the City would have to concur also.	

Motion was made by L. Nelson to deny the request to remove/not install the sidewalk along 111 4th St. NE/Hwy 72 from the MnDOT plans, seconded by Jourdan. Motion carried with Jourdan, L. Nelson, C. Nelson and Latterell voting in favor and Skoe abstaining.

	Council discussed how to go forward after today’s issues of buried water shut off’s. Chuck has been very frustrated with not having the as-built plans from the work done last year. The 2 shut-offs that were buried were shut off and that created problems with the current crew doing their work, as we couldn’t isolate the block needed and ended up shutting the water off for several blocks for the work to be done. When the County put the asphalt down, several were buried because they didn’t have the as-builts either. We now also have the shut off for the fire hydrant that are buried. So, with the current projects going, we are concerned of the same thing happening. 
Council is thinking of asking Tony Long to help Chuck. Mayor Latterell will ask Tony Long if he’d be willing to help out for the project. 
Lynn Eaton took all our comments and will look into the issues that we’ve raised. 

Adjournment
 
Motion was made by L. Nelson, second by Jourdan to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting Adjourned at 3:35 p.m.  Motion carried with  Latterell, C. Nelson, Skoe, L. Nelson and Jourdan voting in favor.

Respectfully submitted,  



Shelli Krueth
City Clerk/Treasurer
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